The commercial sea port of Vyborg is an important transport junction in the north west region of Russia. The port of Vyborg is situated on the coast of the Gulf of Vyborg developing into the Gulf of Finland in the Baltic Sea.


The port is connected by sea, river, railway and road lines with the whole transportation network of Russia, and with the countries of the North Europe and those of the Baltic and the North Seas - by sea and railway lines. The port of Vyborg is the main transhipment point for Russian exports, except oil cargoes, delivered to Finland via the Saimaa Canal which is justly called the main waterway of the Russian Finnish cooperation. Pilotage of vessels from the Gulf of Finland to Brusnitchnoe - the first lock of the Saimaa Canal - is carried out by the Port Pilot Service.


Every day Russian and foreign flag vessels call at and leave the port of Vyborg. The port handles vessels carrying any cargo.


Various cargoes are exported through the port of Vyborg to West European countries: paper wood, coal, ore, chemicals, cellulose, saw logs, steels. From Continent countries - packed and rolled sheet steel, packing board, various chemicals are exported/imported through the port.


Berth of the port are located within the city of Vyborg. The port is linked with the gulf by an approach channel.


The port is open for navigation all the year round. In winter, pilotage of ships into the port water area and back is carried out with the assistance of icebreakers. The icebreaker pilotage for all cargo vessels is free of charge for owners. In the port of Vyborg, as well as in other Russian ports, the state control over safety of navigation of commercial vessels is performed by the Harbour Master with the assistance of the port control inspection and the pilot service.


The port control inspection ensures observance of commercial shipping laws, international conventions, regulations and agreements concerning safety of navigation, protection of sea environment and port water areas and maintains order in the port and approach channels. The port receives waste and black waters and domestic garbage from vessels. All ships calling at the port of Vyborg can be provided with potable water. Fuel, provision, electric power and can have either minor permanent or emergency repairs.


In the port seamen can order necessary all foodstuffs, and at the medical station they can have first aid. Skilled medical assistance at the city polyclinic and the central hospital is at seamen’s disposal.





From the port’s history.


Vyborg is an ancient Russian city. As far back as in the XIIth century the Novgorod merchants arranged a trading station on the territory of today’s Vyborg. In the XIIIth century the Swedes occupied the south-west Karelia and constructed a castle near the Russian settlement (1293). The castle was gradually being surrounded by town building. As a result of the North War (1700-1721) Vyborg was returned to Russia.


The history of the sea port is closely connected with the history of the city. The port was intensively developed after putting into operation the Saimaa Canal (1856) which linked up the vast lake region of the South and Central Finland with warehouses and approach roads had been constructed in the port.


After the Great Patriotic War (1941-1945) the destroyed port had to be almost fully reconstructed. The port modernization also took place: new cargo handling facilities were inculcated; up-to-date mechanization of cargo handling operations was intensively put into life. All the postwar years have seen the steady growth of the port’s throughput capacity: if in the 50s the port of Vyborg handled up to 500,000 t of various cargoes annually, by the mid 80s the port’s throughput capacity had come to 3 mln t. In the beginning of its postwar development the port of Vyborg handled mainly mineral and building materials and timber: granite crushed stone of various fractions, sulphur pyrite, cal, fir paper wood. Bulk cargoes were carried to consignees in Baltic countries, on the Volga and the Kama, and paper wood was exported to West European countries.


From the early 70s the port of Vyborg began to handle more and more various inward cargoes: rolled metal, sheet steel, chemicals, steel pipes for gas and oil pipelines, sugar, foodstuffs, coal, fruit, rolled and packetized paper, cellulose, rolled board and others. In outward cargoes, as usual, fir and birch paper wood, cellulose, chrome ore are dominating.





Specialized berths have been constructed and put into operation in the port.


Number 1 and 2 berths are designed to serve passenger vessels. A hall to perform the customs formalities with passengers is situated here. 


Number 3, 4, 5 berths are designed to receive vessels waiting for being handled. 


Number 6, 7, 8 berths load vessels with birch paper wood and unload, sheet steel and foodstuffs.


Number 9 and 10 berths are designed to load vessels with fir paper wood as well as to handle bagged cargo, cellulose, paper, board and other general cargoes.


Number 11, 12 and 13 berths handle bulk cargoes: coal, ore and others.


The berths of the port are equipped with portal cranes of 5-20 t load capacity. The main transport mode to deliver cargo from the berth to the warehouse are lift trucks of 2-16 t load capacity and roll-trailers with prime movers.


To handle heavy-lift cargoes the port can employ a floating crane of 300 t load capacity.





Traditions of the port of Vyborg ensure the following standards in cargo handling operations per one normal loading hatch/one weather day:





Grain in bulk�
200 t�
�
Coke or coal in bulk�
300 t�
�
Ore in bulk�
250 t�
�
Metals�
175 t�
�
General cargo�
150 t�
�
Props and paper wood�
30 fath�
�
Paper or cellulose�
125 t�
�



Pilotage


Pilotage of vessels in the port water area is carried out on the round-the-clock basis and is compulsory for all vessels.


Vessels sailing to the port of Vyborg or to the shipping place of Vysotsk take a pilot aboard near the pilotage buoy at the locality of the Vikhrevoy Island (60(34,50’N, 28(24, 40’E).


Vessels proceeding from the port to the Gulf of Finland take pilots depending on the point of departure: in the port of Vyborg, at the Brusnichnoe Lock of the Saimaa Canal, at the Vkhrevoy Island or at the berth of the shipping place of Vysotsk.


Vessels proceeding from Finland or backwards by the Prodolny Pilot Fairway take or disembark pilots in pint 60(26,7’N, 27(43,0’E at the Kozliniy Island.


The master of a vessel sailing from the port shall be obliged to hive notice of pilotage 6 hour before the departure and to verify it 2 hours vefore the ship’s departure.


In order to change the ship’s position in the port water area the pilotage notice is given to the port controller 2 hours before the beginning of the operation.





Communication.


For communication please contact «BARF».























Radio station of the port of Vyborg operates 24 hours daily in telegraph and radiotelegraph conditions.





Call sign�
Working frequency�
Calling frequency�
Type of transmission�
Time�
�
UNN�
500kc/s�
500kc/s�
A1�
H24�
�
UNN�
444kc/s�
444kc/s�
A1�
H24�
�
«Vyborg Radio»-1 (Central Radio Station)�



156,8 mc/s�



156,8 mc/s�



F3�



H24�
�
«Vyborg Radio»-5 (Port Pilot Service on Watch)�



156,6 mc/s�



156,6 mc/s�



F3�



H24�
�
«Vyborg Radio»-7 


(Port Controller)�
160,87/


156,275 mc/s�
160,87/


156,275 mc/s�



F3�



H24�
�



At least 48 hours before the arrival of his ship at the port of Viborg the master should send the following information:


- time of approaching the landfall buoy;


- last port of call;


- nature and total volume of cargo by holds or nature and volume of cargo to be loaded and charterer’s name;


- fire-hazardous cargo or chemicals on board (and respective particulars);


- number, location and weight of heavy lifts (over 3 t), if any;


- number of passengers, ship’s draft and length;


- port services, bunkers, fresh water, etc., if required.





In case steaming time between the last port of call and Vyborg is less than 48 hours, all the abovementioned information should be sent by the ship not later than 1 hour after leaving the last port of call.


The second E.T.F. notice should be sent 12 hours and specified 4 hours before arrival at the port.





Conditions for ship traffic in port water area and on approaches.


The fairways and the approach channel have round-the-clock, regulated two-way traffic of vessels.


When approaching the landfall buoy and the port the ship should establish communication with the port via channel 16 (156,8 mc/s)-working frequency.


The central ship traffic control post located in the port office building is on round-the clock watch and maintains communications with vessels at channel 16 - working frequency, and channel 12 is used for radio traffic watchman’s call sign - «Vyborg Radio».


Instructions of the pilot service officer on duty transmitted via V.H.F. radio are compulsory to be observed by all vessels and pilot station located on the Vikhrovy island.


Entry and departure during winds over 6, considering intricacy of the approach channel, are prohibited.


The Large Transund and the Small Transund Roadsteads are anchorages for ships waiting for berthing, pilotage or for the stormy winds to abate.


Tug services are compulsory in berthing if a ship is more than 100 m long and in unberthing if a ship is more than 80 m long.


The priority right to enter in or to leave the port is granted to the following vessels:


- injured ships and ships rendering assistance to other vessels in distress;


- navy and patrol ships of Russia;


- passenger ships sailing up to schedule.


